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1. (Twice Amended) A data processing apparatus 
having connection means for being connected to a plurality of 
image output apparatuses, comprising: 

first obtaining means for obtaining first data 
associated with an image output job, the firs^/data being 
designated by an operator; 

limiting means for limiting .£he first data which 
can be designated by the operator;/ 

seqond obtaining me^ris for obtaining second data 
from the image output job/' y the second data not being 
designated by the operator; 

selection' means for selecting an image output 
apparatus, based on the first data and the second data, from 
the plurality of image output apparatuses; and 

'job assigning means for assigning the image output 
job to ythe image output apparatus selected by said selection 
means', 

wherein the first data is limited by the limiting 
mefans so that the selection means selects at least one of the 
plurality of image output apparatuses each time an image 
output job is to be output. 



3 . (Twice Amended)/ The datajp.roee^ing appara"Etr&s 
according to claim 1, whered^ft^^d:*selection means selects 





the image output appara 
image output^at5|Jaratuses\ 



urther based on states of the 




4 . (Twice Amended) The data proce.ssA'ng apparatus 
according to claim 1, wher^^s^d-^selection means comprises 
confirmation means iox^cb^^^i^ a function of each of the 
plurality of image^output apparatuses connected by said 
connection^neans, and selects the image output apparatus 
having^ the function to perform an output operation 
corresponding to the first and second data. 




5. (Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 4, wherein said confirmation 
confirms the function of each_of---Hie"* - pTurality of image 
output apparatus^e^By referring to a memory which stores in 
advance dar£a indicative of the function of each of the 
plu^lity of image output apparatuses connected by said 
Connection means. 



6. (Amended) The data prqc^s-sdrtgapparatus 
according to claim 4, whereirf" said confirmation means 
confirms the functiorKof e^ch oji the plurality of image 
output apparatuses by communicating with each of the 
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plurality of image output <£ppaV 
connection 




atuse^s^cQnnected by said 



7. (Twice Amended) The data processing apparatus 

s 

according to claim 1, wherein in a case where the first data 
designates to select an image j^Stp^t apparatus' which 
completes execution of the image Output, job in a short time 
period, said select^ori"1neans sei^s^g an image output 



apparatus ^wjvi'ch can perform the output operation in a short 
time period, based on a state of the image output job 



e jd? 



assigned to each of the image output apparatuses and the 



r 



1S^ 

econd data 



8. (Not Changed From Prior Version) The data 
processing apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
display means for displaying a message regarding an execution 
state of the image output job assigned to each of the 
plurality of image output apparatuses connected by said 
connection means. 




9. (Twice Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where thg^first data 



designa^-s ""to select an image output apparatus capable of 
:olor image output, said selection means confirms a 




N 





function of each of the plurality of image output apparatuses 
connected by said connection means and selects an image 
output apparatus which can perform the color ima^e output . 

10. (Twice Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in ar :ase where the first data 
designates to select an image/output apparatus capable of 
printing on both sides of/a recording medium, said selection 
means confirms a function of each of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses/connected by said connection means and 
selects an imager output apparatus which can perform the 
printing on both sides of the recording medium. 

11. (Twice Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where the first data 
designates a size of an output image, said selection means 
confirms a function of each of the plurality of image output 
apparatuses connected by said connection means and selects an 
image output apparatus which can perform an output operation 
In the designated size. 



12. (Twice Amende<y~^The data- processing apparatus 
according to claim l^j^ case where there are 

>lural image output apparatuses which can perform an output 



,]Diur< 



operation corresponding to the first and second data, s< 
selection means selects one of the plural image^ptfl5put 
apparatuses based on priorities set in ad^afice 

13. (Twice Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein/in a case where there are 
plural image output apparatuses which can perform an output 
operation corresponding/to the first and second data, said 
selection means alldw£ an operator to select one of the 
plural image outputf/apparatuses ; 



14. jpTwice Amended) The data processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein in a case where the first data 
designates plural output forms, said selection means selects 
an image cptput apparatus which can perform an output 
operat>cfn in all of the plural output forms. 



15. (Amended) An image outpu^syst^nT'comprising 



the data processing apparatufe^adcording to claim 1 and a 
plurality of image outpA*tT apparatuses connected to the data 
processing apparatus by said connection means. 




16. (Twice Amended) A data processing method for 
executing an image output job by selecting one of >a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, comprising the ^s€eps of: 

obtaining first data associa£€d with an image 
output job, the first data being .designated by an operator; 

limiting the first^aata which can be designated by 
the operator; 

obtaining second data from the image output job, 
the second data ryot being designated by the operator; 

selecting an image output apparatus, based on the 
first and sefcond data, from the plurality of image output 
apparatuses; and 

assigning the image output job to the image output 
appay&tus selected in said selecting step, 

wherein the first data is limited so that the 
selecting step selects at least one of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses each time an image output job is to be 
(>utput . 



18. (Twice Amended) The data processing method 

in in said selectin^^e^ep, an 
rc"^a'""fifft"her based on states of 




according to claim 16, 

image output'apparatus T 
^^^^^ 

e image output apparatuses 
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19. (Twice Amended) The data processijig---metKoa" 
according to claim le^whereiji^^^d^selecting step comprises 
a step of conf irming^Sj^E unction of each of the plurality of 
image output^Cpparatuses^--^nd selects an image output 
a^paxatus having a function to perform an output operation 
-corresponding to the first and second data. 




20. (Amended) The data processing method accor$iArrg~ 
to claim 19, wherein in said confirming step, the*""function of 
each of the plurality of image output apparatuses is 
confirmed by referring to a mentor^T^'w^ch stores in advance 
data indicative of the^ftmbtion of each of the image output 
apparatuses . 



ft 



21 . /{ Amended) The data processing method according 
to claim 19/f wherein in said confirming step, the function of 
each of /the plurality of image output apparatuses is 
confirmed by communicating with each of the image output 
ajJparatuses . 



22. (Twice Amended.)-^The data processing method 
according J:gu-c-laim T6", wYier ein~Tn ~p case where the first data 
designates to select an ima^H^output apparatus which 
^completes execution of the image output job in a short time 
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period, in said selecting step, an image output appa^rffus 
which can perform an output operation jjx-ar'gfiort time period 



is selected based on a s^ate pi the image output job assigned 
each of the image output apparatuses and the second data. 





23. (Amended) The data processings-method according 
to claim 16, further comprisifr^ a 
message regarding an executio^stfate of the image output job 
assigned to each of the image output apparatuses. 



24. (Twice Amended) The data processing met#od 
(\s according to claim 16, wherein in a case where th§/£irst data 
designates to select an image output appara£uif capable of 
a color image output, in said selectd,!*^ step, a function of 
each of the image output apparatuses is confirmed, and an 
image output apparatus which can perform the color image 
output is selected, 

(Twice Amended) The data processing method 
according to claim 16, wherein in a case where the first data 
designates to select an image output apparatus capable of 
pr/nting on both sides of a recording medium, in said 
/electing step, a function of each of the image output 
I apparatuses is confirmed and an image output apparatus which 
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can perform the printing on both sides of the rej 
medium is selected. 



ling 



• iCP? 



26. (Twice Amen< 



The data processing method 



Q^/^according to claim><^ in/a^case where the first data 



designates a ^iTze of an output/image, in said selecting step, 
functiori^of each of the ima$fe output apparatuses is confirmed 
and &h image output apparatus which can perform an output 
operation in the designated size is selected, 



27. (Twice Amended) The data processing method 
according to clain//L6, wherein in a case where there are 
plural image outpuc^apf^ratuses which can perform an output 
operation corresponding to the first and second data, one of 
the plural image/ output apparatuses is selected in said 
selecting step based on priorities set in advance. 



28. / (Twice Amended) The data processing method 
according to claim 16, wherein in a case where there are 
plural image /output apparatuses which can perform an output 
operation corresponding to the first and second data, one of 
the plural /image output apparatuses is selected in said 
selecting /step based on an instruction input by an operator. 



- 10 - 



29. (Twice Amended) The data 



issing method 



a/. 



according to claim 16, wherein^in a case where the first data 



designates plural outperforms, an image output apparatus 
which can perform aij/bubpiit^peration in all of the plural 
output forms is^elected in said selecting step. 




30. (Twice Amended) A data processing apparatus 
having connection means for being connected to a jj/urality of 
image output apparatuses, comprising: 

first obtaining means for obtainij^ first data 
associated with an image output job, th^first data being 
designated by an operator; 

limiting means for limiting the first data which 
can be designated by the^op^rator ; 

second obtaining means for obtaining second data 
from the image output job, the second data not being 
designated by the operator; and 

sejr^ction means for selecting an image output 
apparatus / based on the first data and the second data, from 
the plurality of image output apparatuses, 

wherein the first data is limited by the limiting 
me^hs so that the selecting means selects at least one of the 
plurality of image output apparatuses each time an image 
^output job is to be output. 
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31. (Twice Amended) A data processing method for 
executing an image output job by selecting one of a plurality 
of image output apparatuses, comprising ttfe steps of: 

obtaining first data associated with an image 
output job, the first data being ^designated by an operator; 

limiting the first jaata which can be designated by 
the operator; 

obtaining second data from the image output job, 
the second data not/being designated by the operator; and 

selecting an image output apparatus, based on the 
first and second data, from the plurality of image output 
apparatuses^ 

therein the first data is limited so that the 
selecting step selects at least one of the plurality of image 
output/ apparatuses each time an image output job is to be 
outpi 



32. (Twice Amended) A memory medium storing 
irogram code for controlling a data processing apparatus 
'which includes connection means for being connected to a 
plurality of image output apparatuses, the program code 
comprising the steps of : 

obtaining first data associated with an image 
output job, the first data being designated by an operator; 
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limiting the first data which can be designated by 
the operator; 

obtaining second data from the image /6utput job, 
the second data not being designated by the >^erator; 

selecting an image output apparatus, based on the 
first and second data, from the plura^ty of image output 
apparatuses; and 

assigning the image output job to the image output 
apparatus selected in said selecting step, 

wherein the fir'st data is limited so that the 
selecting step selects' at least one of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses yeach time an image output job is to be 
output . 




33/ (Twice Amended) A program for controlling a 
data processing apparatus having connection means for being 
connected^ to a plurality of image output apparatuses, the 
program/comprising the steps of; 

obtaining first data associated with an image 
outpi/t job, the first data being designated by an operator; 

limiting the first data which can be designated by 
thgi' operator; 

obtaining second data from the image output job, 
the second data not being designated by the operator; 
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selecting an image output apparatus, byased on the 
first and second data, from the plurality of ijnage output 
apparatuses; and 

assigning the image output job j£o the image output 
apparatus selected in said selecting step, 

wherein the first data is limited so that the 
selecting step selects at least/one of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses each tinman image output job is to be 
output , 




34 . (Twite Amended) A memory medium storing 
program code f ox/ controlling a data processing apparatus 
which includes/ connection means for being connected to a 
plurality of/ image output apparatuses, the program comprising 
the steps yof : 

obtaining first data associated with an image 
output /job, the first data being designated by an operator; 

limiting the first data which can be designated by 
the Operator; 

obtaining second data from the image output job, 
th^ second data not being designated by the operator; and 

selecting an image output apparatus, based on the 
first and second data, from the plurality of image output 
apparatuses, 



v 
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wherein the first data is limited so /that the 
selecting step select at least one of the plurality of image 
output apparatuses each time an image output job is to be 
output . 




35. (Twice Amended) A/^rogram for controlling a 
data processing apparatus hayfng connection means for being 

image output apparatuses, the 



^^^^connected to a plurality 

program comprising th^/steps of: 

V 



obtaining/first data associated with an image 
output job, the /irst data being designated by an operator; 

limiting the first data which can be designated by 
the operate 

obtaining second data from the image output job, 
the seg6nd data not being designated by the operator; and 

selecting an image output apparatus, based on the 
firg't and second data, from the plurality of image output 
apparatuses, 

wherein the first data is limited so that the 
electing step selects at least one of the plurality of image 
Dutput apparatuses each time an image output job is to be 
output . 
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